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When I began writing this letter for the
upcoming Autumn 2022 issue of PetPause, it
was the first day back to school for many area
students. One would think visions of freshly
sharpened pencils, a new roster of classes, and
that proverbial apple on the teacher’s desk would
assist me in writing my letter for the autumn
edition of PetPause. However, the humid heat
of that sunny Montgomery day didn’t inspire fall
foliage and apple cider vibes for me! I am still
ready for crisp weather to get here, although it will
probably be October before cooler days arrive.
Looking back on this past summer, it has
been a busy season at the MHS. We have been
inundated with litters of puppies and kittens,
too many returns of “pandemic adoptions,” and
the usual strays and owner-surrendered animals
continue to arrive at our shelter. Our MHS staff
continues to work to get these deserving animals
adopted into good, loving homes. And some
fantastic volunteers have offered to foster some
of our shelter animals, including those very young
animals that must be bottle fed. Our fosters
are absolute heroes in our book. And, oh how
we need more of you! If anyone reading this is
interested in fostering a MHS animal, do reach
out to our new Foster Coordinator, Ashlie Smith
to find out more information on fostering for
the MHS; Ashlie can be contacted via e-mail at:
ashliesmith@montgomeryhumane.com.
Along with the influx of animals that the
summer has brought to the MHS, there are some
recent changes (many that are quite welcome!)

in the city of Montgomery’s animal welfare
ordinances. MHS Humane Officer Robert Bryant
actually helped write and propose these updates,
which he explains in detail in his letter later in this
issue. Due to those regulatory changes, we are
adding additional deputies to our MHS Humane
Officer Division. We welcome these new law
enforcement personnel to our shelter and to our
mission of animal advocacy.
And speaking of our MHS mission, I want to
issue a thank you to all of you, our PetPause
readers and faithful MHS supporters, who assist
our mission in a multitude of ways. Many of you
bring newspapers (for lining our puppy kennels),
bleach, dog and cat food, office supplies, animal
toys, and treats to our shelter. Often, we have no
idea who dropped off these much-appreciated
goods, but we sure appreciate the kindness.
And then there are those who share the word
about our shelter animals on various social media
platforms and through the tried and true word-ofmouth. Thank you for assisting us in publicizing
our wonderful animals awaiting adoption. And to
every person who has sent in monetary donations
to our shelter, I offer our heartfelt thanks. Perhaps
it was a monthly donation, or a gift in memory
of a person or a beloved pet. No matter the
frequency or the amount, all monetary donations
are greatly appreciated and so very necessary.
Donations literally keep our doors open.
As I close this letter, I would like to ask one
small favor. Animal welfare work can be taxing,
heartbreaking, and exhausting. Our MHS team, staff,
Continued on page 2
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F R O M M H S B O A R D P R E S I D E N T, JOANNE RICE Continued
humane officers, volunteers, and Board members
sometimes need a morale boost, and a kind word
of appreciation can go a long way. So, if you know
someone who is actively involved with the MHS in

any capacity, please thank them for all they do. It
will make their day! Thank you, PetPause readers, for
all you do for the MHS. I am deeply grateful to have
such a great group supporting our shelter’s mission!

HAPPY TAILS TO YOU: CELEBRATING SHELTER ANIMAL ADOPTIONS
Oh wow, what a heartwarming “Happy Tails”
interview do I have for everyone in this issue of
PetPause! Our Autumn 2022 “Happy Tail” is the
story of Charlie, a beautiful, young shepherd mix
who made quite a journey from the loneliness
of abandonment, to the frightening pain of
being hit by a car, to the ultimate joy of a
forever home where he is needed, cared for, and
cherished. Charlie has suffered more than any
animal deserves to. But his story doesn’t end
with suffering. Charlie’s narrative today is one of
triumph and happiness thanks to a kindhearted
Montgomery policeman, the MHS Humane Officer
Division, some good veterinary treatment and
healing time at the MHS, and the loving care of
Charlie’s adopter, Arinn G. Templin.
Charlie’s story begins several months ago.
His owner passed away, and the other family
members apparently didn’t want to care for
Charlie, so they simply left him in the backyard,
interacting with Charlie only to feed him. Charlie
was in effect living alone. He had no one to love
and no one to show him any affection. One night,
Charlie got out. He was hit by a car, sustaining
serious injuries and was obviously in a great deal
of pain. Unbelievably, someone cruelly chained
Charlie back to the fence of the house from where
he had escaped, still suffering from his injuries!
Such cruelty is bewildering and infuriating.
Mercifully, a good Samaritan Montgomery police
officer found Charlie and immediately called the
MHS’s Humane Officer Division. Our deputies
rescued Charlie and transported him in quick
order to the MHS where this sweet dog began
receiving the medical care he urgently needed.
When the car hit Charlie, the extent of the blunt
force trauma to his front left leg was severe; our
veterinarian had to amputate that leg. Thankfully,
Charlie made it through the amputation operation
fine, but he still had some significant health
hurdles before him. He had to completely heal
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Charlie, giving a canine smile
to the camera. He is such a
photogenic dog!

from the amputation
procedure, learn to
build up strength
in his remaining
front leg for better
mobility, and recover
from heartworm, for
which the MHS had
him on medication.
Our shelter quickly
got this sweet dog up-to-date on all vaccinations,
microchipped him, and gave him plenty of
nutritious food, fresh water, and affection to assist
him in his healing.
Charlie’s ultimate grace came via a young lady
named Arinn Templin who adopted him. Arinn’s
mother was the one who initially saw Charlie’s
photo and read about his story on the MHS’s
Facebook page. What’s more, Arinn’s mother
actually knew the kindhearted Montgomery
policeman who initially came to the injured
Charlie’s aid! Talk about serendipity and an
adoption that was meant to be!
As was noted on the MHS Facebook page when
Charlie was first put up for adoption, Charlie’s
story “is really about the coming together of several
agencies to help one dog.” From the Montgomery
policeman who first called our shelter after finding
Charlie chained to the fence, to our MHS Humane
Officer Division who rescued Charlie, from our MHS
team and the wonderful vet who helped Charlie
heal, to Arinn Templin who gave this dog a happy
home—Charlie is a “Happy Tail” made possible by
many! I hope you find my interview with Arinn as
uplifting as I think you will. And as always, if you
or any goodhearted person you know wants to
welcome a companion animal into their life, please
opt to adopt from the MHS!

CHARLIE

ADOPTED BY: ARINN G. TEMPLIN
1. When did you adopt Charlie (month/year)? How
old was Charlie when you adopted him (rough
estimate is fine)?
I adopted Charlie in April of 2022, and at that time he
was about 11 months old.
2. Thank you so much for welcoming this deserving
dog into your home. Why did you decide to
open your home to Charlie and adopt this dog in
particular?
First let me say that I’m so glad you chose us to be
a part of your newsletter! Having Charlie has been so
wonderful for me. I began looking for a new companion
after my former emotional support animal, a rabbit
named Penelope, passed away. My mom actually found
Charlie’s picture on the Montgomery Humane Society’s
official Facebook page. And she also actually knew the
Montgomery policeman who called the Montgomery
Humane Society when he found Charlie chained to the
fence, still injured. This policeman and his family wished
that they could adopt Charlie because of how sweet he
was, but they already had dogs at home. Hearing Charlie’s
story firsthand from the policeman quickly convinced
my mom, a longstanding cat-lady, to happily allow me to
Continued on page 4
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CHARLIE - ADOPTED BY: ARINN G. TEMPLIN Continued

Charlie (background) and his
buddy, Duke (foreground)

adopt a dog that could regularly visit her home!
The MHS described Charlie as a very sweet and
loving dog who really needed a home. I took one look
at him and knew he was my baby, just from his online
pictures. His coloring actually resembled that of my
Penelope, and it just seemed as though he were calling
to me. I also chose to adopt a dog specifically because
I knew a dog would encourage me to go out more and
get exercise and meet new people! Charlie helps me
with my anxiety and depression, especially since I’ve
recently moved up to Jacksonville, Alabama for college.
3. What were your first few days like with Charlie
after you brought him home? How was his
adjustment to your home?
The first few days were very calm. I could tell he
was nervous and very timid, especially about getting
in the car since he was hit by a car. He was very calm
though as he adjusted. He very quickly learned he was
welcome to sit with me on our couch, and after a couple
of weeks, we would cuddle with each other. Soon after
this, he began to open up much more. He became very
playful and showed his love for walks and for toys.
4. Do you have any other companion animals or
just Charlie? If you have other animals, what are
their name(s), how have they reacted to Charlie,
and how has Charlie reacted to them?
I do not own any other animals personally.
However, my other family members have their
own pets, and Charlie gets to spend a lot of time
with them over breaks and during the summer. My
mother, whom we stayed with while school was out,
has two cats, Ava and Lilli, who are about the same
age as Charlie. My oldest sister would occasionally
bring her cats, Holly and Nora, to the house, and
my dad has two dogs, Jack and Bailey. We also just
recently welcomed a guinea pig into the mix, and his
name is Stripe! My mom is a teacher, and Stripe is
my mother’s new classroom pet. In addition to these
animals, my dad has a farm on which he has goats,
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chickens, rabbits, and a pig!
When it comes to the cats and the guinea pig,
Charlie acts exactly how you might expect. His first
instinct is to chase them; however, he did eventually
get used to the cats and would often lie on the
ground and watch them run past him. He loved going
to my dad’s farm and playing with his dogs, Jack
and Bailey, and they got along quite nicely. When
my dad’s dogs were inside the house, Charlie would
spend his time playing with one of my dad’s goats
named Harrison. Surprisingly, Charlie and Harrison
would play just like two dogs at a dog park!
5. What activities does Charlie especially enjoy?
Charlie loves going to the wonderful dog park
in Montgomery and going for short walks. He also
loves playing with his toys, which includes a cat
laser which he’ll chase around the house for hours!
He is also very much a couch potato, and he loves
cuddling with me on the couch and in the bed.
6. Does Charlie have a daily routine at your
house, or do his activities vary from day to day?
Before we moved back up to Jacksonville for the
fall semester of college classes for me, we would
wake up at about 9:30 every day, and I would
let him out and go for walks with him. We would
spend the day together, and we would go to the
dog park about twice a week. When I would go
to work, Charlie would go to my dad’s house and
spend that time with the goats and other dogs.
Now that Charlie and I have moved back to
Jacksonville, though, things have gotten a bit
more complicated. I am a part of the Marching
Southerners band at Jacksonville State University,
so I spend very little time in my new apartment.
My and Charlie’s routine changes day to day. I
Continued on page 5

At it again: Charlie and Duke enjoy some good-natured roughhousing.

CHARLIE - ADOPTED BY: ARINN G. TEMPLIN Continued
have two wonderful friends who have offered
Charlie a place to stay while I’m working or at band
rehearsal/events. Some days, Charlie will spend
time with my friend Luisa, who I like to call his “Tia
Luisa” or “Aunt Luisa.” She and Charlie typically go
on walks together, and she sometimes even brings
him to watch our band rehearsals.
Other days he will go to my other friend, Jess’s
house, and he will play in her backyard with her
dog, Duke. My friend Jess and I went through band
camp together (she plays the same instrument
as me), and she suggested that we get our dogs
together for playdates. Charlie and Duke have
become partners in crime! The first time they met,
we let them play outside for about twenty minutes
and came out to check on them only to find an
empty backyard! We were running all over looking
for them and calling for them, but we couldn’t find
them anywhere! Then out of the corner of my eye,
I see Duke climbing out of this hole they found
underneath the house (the house is raised a bit
due to having a porch). Shortly after Duke climbs
out, Charlie comes right after him! They’re so cute,
and since then, they’ve had many playdates at the
doggy park and in the backyard! On the occasional
days when Charlie is not with me or one of these
trusted friends, Charlie will go to doggy daycare to
be pampered and get a good bath!
7. What are some of Charlie’s favorite treats or foods?
Since Charlie is a tripod (three-legged dog)
with lots of German Shepherd mixed in his breed,
I like to ensure he gets food that offers him joint
support, and thankfully he enjoys this food. For
treats, he loves simple milk bones and soupbones,
and during his training class I learned that his
absolute favorite treat is freeze-dried chicken!
8. Describe Charlie’s personality. What are some
of his endearing/funny characteristics?
Charlie is a very smart dog, and I don’t just
mean smart training-wise (i.e. picking up new
tricks easily). I’ve also learned that Charlie knows
how to use his disability against me! When I’m
not watching, he’ll jump onto the bed, onto the
couch, or into the car on his own. However, when
he sees me there, he’ll pretend like he can’t get up
and bark at me to let me know he wants me to lift

Complete canine contentment:
Charlie rests easy in his home
with Arinn.

him up and put him
on the bed! He’s
also learned how
doors work, which
is dangerous since
my new apartment
has a door handle
that he can simply
pull down on, rather
than twist, to open.
He is overall
just a very sweet
baby, though. He loves cuddles and giving kisses.
I also trained him how to give me a hug and how
to “dance” with me. We love dancing to the song
“Dancing in the Moonlight” by Toploader!
9. Are there any memories or thoughts of Charlie
that stand out in your heart that you’d like to share?
Since I haven’t had Charlie for very long, it’s
hard to pick out a specific memory that sticks out
because we have so much time in front of us to
make memories. However, one that I can think of
is the first time he learned he could jump on the
couch, and I put my arm around him. I could see in
his eyes that he knew this was his home, and we
were family for good.
10. At the MHS, we want to encourage
responsible animal lovers who are considering
bringing an animal into their homes to adopt
that animal from a shelter. Our shelter animals
certainly need considerate, kind owners and
good homes. How has Charlie enriched your
life? What would you say to an animal lover
to encourage her or him to adopt a pet from a
shelter like the MHS?
Charlie has done so much for me in the few
months he has been with me. As I said before, I
struggle with anxiety and depression, so Charlie
is my emotional support animal. He has given
me comfort when I have felt stressed or sad, and
because of him I have gone out and met wonderful
people. And I have also exercised, where as I would

Continued on page 6
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normally spend the entirety of summers indoors
far away from the heat. Charlie has helped me to
be happier overall, and he makes me smile each
time I come home and see him.
Many people choose to adopt or purchase
animals that are purebred, or they choose a pet only
for their looks, rather than considering the animal’s
personality and how the dog will get along with
the family. Many mixed-breed, “mutt” animals at
shelters turn out to be the sweetest babies and are
so loving and make the perfect additions to families!
I also want to encourage people to consider
adopting animals with disabilities more often. When
I first saw Charlie and learned he was a front leg
amputee and that he had heartworms on top of
that, I was a little worried that I would not be able to
provide the care he needed and deserved. However,

what most people don’t know is that, especially with
dogs, they never let something like that get in their
way of living a good, full life. Many people who pass
us on our walks or in stores will look at Charlie and
say things like: “Oh, poor baby, he’s missing a leg!”
I will often respond to these well-meaning people
with “Missing? He doesn’t miss it at all! He was
born to be the way he is, and he embraces every
bit of it!” Charlie has never let his disability get him
down. Instead, Charlie has adapted so well to not
having his front left leg and has learned new ways
of getting around. Animals with disabilities are just
as deserving of a good, loving home and family, and
they can be so sweet. I want to encourage people
to not adopt an animal for its looks, but to adopt an
animal they know they can love and provide for—a
pet that best fits their personality and lifestyle.

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, STEVEN TEARS
The Montgomery Humane Society is wrapping
up another fiscal year, and it has been a busy one.
We have been working alongside the renowned
Best Friends Animal Society (www.bestfriends.
org) to develop new programs in order to save
more animal lives and to fine-tune the programs
already in place at our shelter. For those of you
who haven’t heard of Best Friends Animal Society,
they are quite the animal organization. Make
sure you check out page 14 of the newsletter
for our PetPause editor Jennifer Macdonald’s
interview with MHS Intervention Program
Coordinator Denton Hawk about his collaborative
work with Best Friends Animal Society and his
recent attendance at the Best Friends National
Conference.
In addition to partnering with Best Friends,
what else has been new for the MHS? Well, we’ve
continued to have great success in requiring
appointments for anyone wishing to adopt an
animal from us. During the coronavirus lockdowns,
we required appointments for anyone wishing
to adopt an animal, and we immediately noticed
our shelter animals were happier and healthier
with this change. So, we are keeping our policy
of adoption visitations by appointment only.
Obtaining an appointment to see our adoptable
pets is a very easy process. Submitting an
6

application only takes five minutes, and once we
have that on file, you’re on your way to meeting
our adoptable shelter animals. You can visit our
MHS website at www.montgomeryhumane.com
and click on the green “adopt a pet” link on the
upper right corner for more information.
Needless to say, animal welfare work always
has challenges, and one of the great challenges
we are still facing is the dramatic uptick in ownersurrendered pets. The number of owner surrenders
has been overwhelming this year. During the
Intake process, we offer just about everything to
assist in keeping the animal in its home. Sadly,
many people refuse these offers and leave their
pets with us regardless. It is disheartening.
Along with more owner-surrendered animals,
we also are experiencing a general increase in the
number of animals entering our shelter. We have
too many adoptable animals and not enough good
homes for these animals. This state of affairs is
not unique to Montgomery. Shelters throughout
the nation are being inundated with unwanted
animals. Many shelters have closed their doors to
their community. I feel very strongly that this only
leads to more suffering. We take a lot of pride in
the fact that regardless of the hardship, our people
have showed up each day, and our doors have been
Continued on page 7
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open. This means we are often forced to make some
very hard decisions, but it has also pushed us to
work diligently to find new ways to save more lives.
One way we have tried to save more animal
lives within the limited space of our shelter is
by placing ever more emphasis on our foster
program. The reality is that the MHS will
ultimately take any animal we can humanely
house, but we only have so many runs and banks
to accommodate animals. Having individuals
foster shelter animals in their homes for a limited
amount of time allows us to save hundreds, if not
thousands, of lives yearly. MHS fosters give us the
time to make room for more adoptable animals,
and they give our shelter animals the greatest
experience imaginable—comfortable living in a
real home with a loving caregiver! As always, our
fosters have the option of adopting the animals
they foster, and to our delight this often happens!
We believe a strong foster program with as many
participants as possible will be vital to saving the
lives of so many animals. If you would be willing to
become a foster parent, at no cost to you, please
reach out to us. Our new Foster Coordinator,
Ashlie Smith, will be glad to assist you with any
questions you may have about fostering a MHS
shelter animal. Ashlie’s e-mail is: ashliesmith@
montgomeryhumane.com
A second way we are working to save animal
lives is through the efforts of Denton Hawk and
our MHS Intervention Program. Our Intervention
team helps keep animals in their homes by
educating and assisting good owners, so they
can stay compliant with our animal welfare laws.
In addition, our Intervention Program continues

to save feral and stray cat lives through a host of
initiatives including our Return-to-Field (ShelterNeuter-Return) programs and our working cat/
barn cat programs.
And last but certainly not least, the third way we
are working to save animal lives is through a new
MHS Adoptions Center. Yep, you read that right.
The MHS will be testing a second Adoption Center
for adoptable MHS shelter animals. Dr. Lewis
Benefield, a widely respected local veterinarian
who practices at Carmichael Road Animal Hospital
and at East Montgomery Animal Hospital, has
offered the use of the Bell Road Animal Medical
Center at 2585 Bell Road. Dr. Benefield owns the
building, and the vet practice previously there
has closed. This is an expansion that could save
so many additional animal lives, but it’s not going
to be a cheap endeavor. We are testing this new
space to assess if we can adopt enough animals
out at this new location to clear the costs of
rent, utilities, and staffing. Please keep us in your
thoughts and prayers as we’re sure hoping we can
make this work. If we can, the MHS will have fulltime staff at this second location, but adoptions is
the only service we will be offering. There won’t
be any Intake services, and no animal surrenders
will be allowed. We’ll keep you posted on this
second MHS Adoptions Center, and hopefully we’ll
soon be having a grand opening complete with
sponsors and much public attention!
Thank you all for your continued support
in our mission. Please remember to use your
voice, preach spay/neuter, let us know if you see
suspected animal abuse, and love your pets. We
couldn’t do any of this without you.

MHS HUMANE OFFICER ROBERT BRYANT LEAVING THE MHS FOR A NEW
VENTURE: A FAREWELL INTERVIEW
Having served in the MHS Humane Officer
Division for over a decade, Humane Officer Robert
Bryant is leaving the MHS to become Director of
Animal Services for the City of Mobile. The Mobile
position is a great opportunity for Robert, and
although our shelter will miss having him lead our
Humane Officer Division, we have sent him off in
a flurry of well wishes. As a token of appreciation

for the years of service to the MHS and our
community’s animals, I conducted an interview
with Robert to give all of you, our PetPause
readers, a sense of him and the fine work he
has done for our shelter. Thank you, Robert,
for your years of service to the MHS and to our
community’s animals.
Continued on page 8
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1. When did you begin work at the Montgomery
Humane Society in the MHS Humane Officer
Division? When will you begin your new position
as Director of Animal Services in Mobile?
I joined the Montgomery Humane Society in 2010
as a Deputy Humane Officer after returning from my
deployment to Iraq with the U.S. Army Reserves. I
became the Humane Officer in May of 2013 and have
served in that role since then. I start as the Director of
Animal Services for the City of Mobile on September
10th, 2022. So by the time folks are reading the
Autumn 2020 issue of PetPause, I’ll be in Mobile.
2. Why did you decide to devote yourself to
being a law enforcement advocate for the
animals? What made you want to become a
Humane Officer, Robert?
At first, I did not intend to turn my initial job
at the MHS into a career field. I intended to work
at the MHS and gain some experience in the law
enforcement community while I finished my
undergraduate degree. But I was initially planning on
moving into federal law enforcement. However, the
longer I worked at the MHS, the more I saw the great
need for people to specialize in this work for our
community’s animals. So, I changed my goals and
decided to advance in this field as much as possible
and do what I could to advance animal welfare work.
3. You or your deputies are called upon to
investigate suspected cases of animal cruelty or
neglect; to rescue strays, distressed, or injured
animals; to persecute
cases of animal abuse
and neglect; and to
educate the public on
the nuts and bolts of
good animal care and
stewardship. It’s safe
to say that the MHS
Humane Officer Division
covers a tremendous
amount of ground! How
do you balance all of
these disparate demands
of the job?
Humane Officer Robert Bryant
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Many of the issues in the animal care world are
caused by a lack of understanding on the part of some
animal owners. In many cases, issues can be resolved in
the same way: by really educating the public and animal
owners on proper animal care and ownership. Some
instances of neglect are not malicious; they are the result
of animal owners growing up in situations and times
where it was considered “ok” to leave an animal tied
to a tree in the backyard. Thus, we spend a significant
amount of time educating animal owners on proper
animal care standards to break this cycle of neglect and
prevent it from moving on to the next generation.
Of course, some offenses are so egregious that they
must answer to the court, and we persecute those
cases. And sometimes animal owners are just not
receptive to our attempts at education, and we bring
them to court. But to answer your original question, I
can only carry out these duties because of my team’s
tremendous effort and drive. The Deputy Humane
Officers here in Montgomery are second to none, and I
believe I am leaving the department in capable hands.
4. What have been some of the most challenging
and difficult aspects of your work as a Humane
Officer at the MHS?
The most challenging aspect of my work as
the Humane Officer is trying to change years of
ingrained ideology on how animals are treated
in our community. Alabama animal ordinances
and laws represent a minimum standard of care
for pets. But some animal owners in Montgomery
don’t understand what it takes to even meet the
minimum because they have never been taught
any other way. It is very hard to change ideologies
that have been ingrained for generations.
On the other end of the spectrum are the wellmeaning folks who believe that all animals should
be cared for in the same manner they care for
their animals, and they get upset with the Humane
Officer Division when we have animal owners meet
the minimum requirements instead of their more
ideal standards. As an animal lover, I understand.
But the problem is our MHS Humane Officer
Division has to work within the stipulations of the
law. And so while my deputies and I can certainly
recommend that owners do much more than the
minimum for their pets, the law only allows us to
Continued on page 9
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require and enforce the minimum.
5. What have been some of the most rewarding
aspects of your work as a Humane Officer at the MHS?
The most rewarding aspect of being the Humane
Officer is when I can see a real difference in the
community that we have worked so hard to create.
Since I have been the Humane Officer here in
Montgomery, we have seen much higher compliance
rates from owners and lower impound rates for animal
cruelty and neglect situations. Seeing this positive
shift in the community, which is a move away from
ignorance and a desensitized inability to understand
animals’ needs and feelings, has resulted in the best
outcome for animals, now and in the future. That’s
been the most rewarding part of the job for me.
6. When you’re not hard at work advocating for
our community’s animals, how do you like to
relax and spend your downtime?
I like to spend my free time with my family. Most
parents will know that having a toddler in the
house takes up quite a bit of your time.
7. I understand three very striking German
Shepherd dogs belong to you: Pepper, Bella, and
Poppy. How old are they, and how long have you
had them? Are they rescues?
Poppy, my senior, is 13 years old, and I have had
her for 12.5 years. Bella is about five years old; I
have had her for about four years. Pepper is almost
four years old; I have had her since she was six
months old. All of them are rescues, and Bella and
Pepper both came from the Montgomery Humane
Society. All three dogs will be in the Montgomery
Humane Society’s 2023 “Friends for Life” Calendar
on the January month page, I believe.
8. Tell our PetPause readers a little about your
three dogs’ personalities. How would you
describe each one?
Pepper, although the youngest, has become the
alpha. I think that is because of her size and the fact
that Poppy is just getting up in age. Even though
Pepper is clearly in charge of the pack, she is a
very laid-back dog and would prefer to be an 80-lb
lapdog. Bella is my neurotic dog with a fixation for
squeaky toys. She will run circles around the others

and is very protective of her toys. Poppy is a typical
grumpy senior. She loves being around people but
would prefer the other dogs to leave her alone.
9. What are you most looking forward to as you
prepare to move down to Mobile to further your
career there as Director of Animal Services?
The move to Mobile represents an opportunity
to introduce the community-based programs I
have developed in Montgomery to a new area. I am
excited to start the programs up and see if we can
make a shift for the better in the lives of Mobile’s
animals. I am also excited to see the Montgomery
Humane Officer Division carry on the mission and
programs I have implemented over the last decade.
I am leaving the department in capable hands and
look forward to seeing what they accomplish.
10. I know I speak for all of our PetPause readers
when I say we are deeply grateful for the arduous
(and often heartbreaking work) you have done
for our community’s animals, Robert. We will
certainly miss your leadership behind the helm
of our MHS Humane Officer Division. As you look
back on your years working in the MHS Humane
Officer Division, what have been some of the
fondest highlights? What will you miss most?
The highlight of my career here has been
overseeing the expansion of the Humane Officer
Division and the improvements to the City of
Montgomery’s Animal Ordinances. In 2014, I
oversaw the merger between Animal Control
and the Humane Officer Division. This created a
one-stop shop for the citizens of Montgomery
for all animal-related issues. This year I designed
Montgomery’s new city ordinances that were
passed in May. These ordinances will help ensure
that animals are better cared for and make it easier
to reunite lost pets with their owners without
having to impound pets at the shelter.
In terms of my fondest memories, those would
center upon the team I’ve gotten to work with
at the Montgomery Humane Society. None of
the things our Humane Officer Division has done
would have been possible without the attention
and effort of every employee. The time spent with
my deputies and MHS employees are my fondest
memories and what I will miss the most.
9

FROM THE HUMANE OFFICER, ROBERT BRYANT
New City Ordinances
The city of Montgomery recently passed some
new city animal control ordinances, ordinances
that I helped to design. In my letter for this issue
(which will be my last letter for PetPause), I would
like to talk about some of these major changes and
how they will be enforced. Overall, the ordinances
passed are long overdue changes that give further
rights to the animals and allow our humane officers
and deputies more room within the law to advocate
for our community’s animals. It is important to
understand that these ordinances only apply to
the corporate limits of the city of Montgomery.
The ordinances do not apply to citizens or animals
living in Pike Road, Snowdoun, Hope Hull, Ramer,
Grady, or any other unincorporated areas of
Montgomery County, nor do they apply to any of
the surrounding counties such as Autauga, Elmore,
Macon, Lowndes, Pike, or Crenshaw counties.
The first major change to city ordinances is a
much-needed, updated definition of what an animal
or dog “attack” encompasses. Originally, believe it
or not, the definition of “attack” included “growling”
and “barking.” As almost any sensible person would
agree, “growling” and “barking” are canine verbal
warnings, not proof of a dog attack. Growls and
agitated barking are how a dog communicates its
desire for you to leave it alone or go away. Now, the
city ordinances define “attack” to mean: “aggressive
physical contact.” So, in order for someone to claim
that they were attacked by a dog, the person now
must show that the dog actually made contact
with them in an aggressive manner. Prior to this
definition change, it was actually possible for
individuals to have a dog legally declared “vicious”
solely based on its verbal communications.
A second change that was passed was the
enlarging of the charge of “cruelty to animals” to
now include several additional violations punishable
by law. City ordinance now specifically requires
an animal owner to seek medical attention for any
pet animal that is sick, diseased, or injured. This
ordinance also includes a more concrete definition
of what the “adequate shelter” that must be
provided for pets should include. And finally, this
ordinance has made it illegal to leave an animal in
a car when doing so could endanger the animal.
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Every year pets die from being left in hot cars, so
making such an action illegal needed to happen.
A third update to city ordinances introduces
more concrete requirements delineating how
animals are to be tethered if they are outdoors
on a tether. There is now a list of requirements for
how an animal may be tethered. If an animal is
improperly tethered, officers have full leeway to
educate the owner on how the animal is to be kept.
I know we all resent seeing an animal tethered in
the first place, but the reality is Alabama law still
allows tethering. At least now, with these new
ordinances in place, tethering practices must be
more comfortable for the animal.
Fourthly, the city of Montgomery passed a new
ordinance entitled “Unlawful to sell, barter or give
away a companion animal,” to prohibit the transfer
of animals in certain places. For example, it is now
against city ordinance for individuals to sell dogs
on the side of the road, in public right-of-ways, or
in parking lots. Individuals found doing so may be
cited for the violation.
In addition, another new ordinance entitled:
“Animal Microchip – Required,” requires that all
dogs and cats over the age of nine months be
implanted with a microchip. This ordinance will help
insure that pets are able to be returned to their
owners instead of being impounded at the shelter
due to lack of identification. The more lost animals
that we can quickly and easily return in the field
to their homes means that we can save our shelter
resources and space for the homeless animals
already in our care.
The last major, new ordinance that Montgomery
passed is entitled: “Animal Business; Special Permit.”
This ordinance requires that breeders or anyone
else who does not have a legitimate storefront
facility must apply for both a business license and
a special permit from the city of Montgomery and
must receive an annual inspection visit from Animal
Control. This new ordinance will make it much
harder for negligent breeders to operate within the
city of Montgomery and will help ensure that those
breeding animals are raising healthy animals in a
safe and humane way. The passing of this ordinance
is a huge step in the right direction for animal
welfare in the city of Montgomery.
Continued on page 11

FROM THE HUMANE OFFICER, ROBERT BRYANT Continued
During the first year that these ordinances are in
effect, violations will generally result in a written
warning and efforts to educate the perpetrators
on the new ordinances. Also, during this period,
there will be several media campaigns and
outreach events aimed at helping citizens become
compliant with the new ordinances. Our MHS
Shelter Intervention Program is ready to assist
animal owners with becoming compliant as the
need arises. Some of these ordinances might seem

like rather small steps. However, they are certainly
small steps in the right direction towards creating
a humane-minded Montgomery that will be more
sensitive to the need for legislation that protects
our community’s animals.
I thank you for your continued support of our
Humane Officer Division here at the MHS, and as
always, if you suspect that any animal is being abused,
neglected, or is in distress, please do not hesitate to call
(334) 409-0622 Ext. 213 and ask to speak to a Deputy.

FROM THE VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR, NENITA JONES
In previous articles, I’ve talked about why we
need volunteers and what volunteering at the MHS
entails. To give anyone who has thought about
volunteering a push to commit, I thought it would
be interesting to hear why some of our amazing
volunteers give their free time to our animals and
what volunteering at the MHS means to them. So,
without further ado, read on for some firsthand
testimonies from current MHS volunteers who have
found volunteering such an enriching experience.
“When I first started volunteering at the
shelter, I wanted something fulfilling to do with
my daughter. The MHS had the Junior Volunteer
Club in place specifically for volunteers ages 8-15,
allowing youth to volunteer alongside their parents
or guardians. We loved going to the shelter every
Sunday to volunteer and made a day of it with lunch
afterwards. My daughter is now a busy teenager,
and she still volunteers, but I also now go to the
shelter alone when she is busy with school activities,
etc. I continue to volunteer because I love the
feeling of giving to something more than myself.
Helping the animals makes me happy. I love to
watch them get time outside their kennels. Knowing
that I made their day brighter by spending some
one-on-one time with them and letting them get
some sunshine outdoors feeds my soul.
Also, I have met some great staff members and
other volunteers, who I now consider my friends. I am
recently retired from the military, and not knowing a lot
about the area or having family nearby, being involved
with the shelter activities has allowed me to meet new
people and learn more about the local community.
Volunteering has given me a stronger sense of purpose

and taught me that I love helping to rescue animals
and advocate for them. I also love that my daughter
sees my passion for volunteering, and she is learning
the importance of caring about a cause. Overall, I am
just a better person when I am volunteering. I highly
recommend volunteering to everyone. I recommend
finding what motivates you and using that to do good
for others. It will improve your mental and physical
health, and you can save a life.” -Nichole Dunton
“I served as the MHS Volunteer Coordinator for
many years. The MHS was such an inspiring and
meaningful place for me to work that I knew I would
return as a MHS volunteer when I retired at the end
of 2018. The puppy rooms are my favorite spots in
which to help. Caring for puppies requires a lot of
hands, and staff members are always appreciative.
And, it’s exciting to see pups I’ve cared for find their
forever homes.” -Cindy Chapman
“To me, volunteering means recovery and
renewal. In March 2015, I was depressed because I
had lost my dog Jesse to a pulmonary embolism. I
wasn’t leaving my house, just staying in with Joey,
Jesse’s littermate. After almost a month, friends
convinced me I should get out and do something.
They suggested I volunteer at an animal shelter to
try to take my mind off the loss of Jesse. So, I did. I
signed up for the volunteer training class with the
Montgomery Humane Society, and then I started
volunteering. I didn’t think I would do it much or
for very long. I was happily wrong about that! I’ve
been here a little over 7 years now! Volunteering
has given my life a renewed sense of purpose and
Continued on page 12
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FROM THE VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR, NENITA JONES Continued
helped me recover from loss.
Last summer I lost Joey, but because I had an outlet
and friends who understand, I didn’t sink back into
depression again. Plus, I get to help little fur-balls at
the shelter when they are going through some really
trying times in their lives, as they wait, hoping to be
adopted. It’s only fair seeing as they help me so much
too. The volunteer community at the Montgomery
Humane Society is part of my family, and I don’t know
what I’d do without them.” -Hugh Tomlin
“The definition of a volunteer is a person who
freely offers to take part in or undertake a task,
someone who freely offers to do something. This
describes all of the volunteers at the Montgomery
Humane Society (MHS). I volunteer with the MHS
because I want to be involved in my community, and I
want to make a difference about a cause I care about:
homeless dogs and cats. Being an animal shelter
volunteer contributes to both my well-being and the
well-being of the animals I work with at the shelter.
Volunteering is good for my emotional, physical,
and mental health. Science says that spending time
with animals helps lower your stress levels and blood
pressure. Walking shelter dogs as a volunteer at the
MHS keeps me active. Of course, I am not the only one
who benefits from volunteering at the shelter. When
volunteers spend time and work with these shelter
animals, those efforts help the animals become more
adoptable. Walking dogs is one of the easiest cures
for kennel stress. If dogs can get out of their kennels
for walks on a regular basis, it helps relieve the stress
that is an unavoidable part of life at the shelter. The
pup will in turn begin to act happy and healthy, and
that could lead to a possible adoption.
Spending time with the animals— whether it’s
taking them for a walk, giving them a bath, or
showing them love—allows their personalities
to come out. The animals start to shine, which is

appealing to potential adopters. Come join me and
the other amazing volunteers at MHS by giving
back to the local community and conquering
animal homelessness.” –Traci Herndon
“What is volunteering for me? It is an experience
that transforms life in every way. It is knowing that
there are more important things than the normal
routine we go through every day. Life becomes more
meaningful when we dedicate our time, energy, heart,
and soul to helping make this planet fairer and better.
For me, volunteering at the Montgomery Humane
Society is an act of love that brings joy and a sense
of empowerment into my life. It is an experience that
connects me with my emotions. Many times, I have to
endure frustration and draw strength from deep down
to continue working for the goal of helping these less
fortunate animals. I so want to see them get adopted
into good homes! But on other occasions, I get that
wonderful experience of achieving real, positive changes
for these shelter animals. Volunteering at the MHS
brings me the immense satisfaction of knowing that
what we are doing contributes to the construction of a
better and fairer world for animals. Being a volunteer at
the shelter is caring about animals, about you, about me,
about the environment, and about the world -Silvia Lois
I hope you enjoyed reading these heartfelt
testimonies from a few of our MHS volunteers. I’ve
said it before, and I will say it again: we truly have
the best volunteers at the MHS. And as the MHS
Volunteer Coordinator, when I say we couldn’t do it
without our volunteers, I mean it wholeheartedly!
Our MHS volunteers mean the world to us, and we
are so appreciative of their hard work, support, and
dedication. If you would like to join our fantastic
volunteer program, please reach out to me, Nenita
Jones at volunteers@montgomeryhumane.com. I
would be delighted to hear from you!

AT A GLANCE: BECOMING A MHS VOLUNTEER
Volunteering at the MHS is an immensely
rewarding experience as those MHS volunteers’
first-hand testimonies denote. Perhaps you are
ready to start volunteering at the MHS. We are
delighted to hear that! Maybe though, you aren’t
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quite sure and simply want to find out more about
what’s entailed in volunteering. That’s fine too!
The bottom line is that wherever you are in the
process, we welcome your interest in the volunteer
Continued on page 13

AT A GLANCE: BECOMING A MHS VOLUNTEER Continued
opportunities that await you at the MHS. I reached
out recently to Nenita Jones, our Volunteer
Coordinator at the MHS, to get answers on some
of the frequently asked questions potential
volunteers often have. Hopefully the information
provided below will give you a clearer sense of the
ins and outs of volunteering at the MHS.
1. I heard that all volunteers who will be
interfacing with the public or working with
animals must attend a volunteer orientation
class. When do the classes run, how long do
they last, and what all is covered during class?
Yes, all potential volunteers will need to
attend one of the informational orientation
classes that I personally hold each month. This
class is always held on a Saturday morning.
Please e-mail me for information on which
Saturday each month’s class will be held and
how to get signed up to attend. The class lasts
about an hour and a half, and I think you will
find it fun! During orientation, I take you on a
tour of the entire MHS facility, lead you through
some hands-on training in the Adoptions Center,
and go over the Volunteer Handbook with you.
2. How many hours per month does a
volunteer need to commit to the MHS in order
to be a MHS volunteer?
We ask that volunteers commit to at least 6
hours per month for one year, though many of
our volunteers far exceed that number!
3. What are some of the various positions
open to MHS volunteers that involve direct
contact with animals?
Some tasks that include direct contact
with our animals are: walking dogs (that
includes petting them and showing them
plenty of affection!), socializing animals and
doing enrichment activities with our animals
to facilitate socialization, bathing animals,
participating in offsite adoption events, and
helping load shelter animals who are off to the
vet for surgeries or spay/neuter procedures.
4. What are some of the positions open to
MHS volunteers that don’t involve direct

contact with animals but nonetheless provide
assistance to the shelter?
Some tasks that do not include direct contact
with our animals are: prepping newspapers for lining
the bottoms of smaller kennels, sorting medications,
doing laundry, sweeping, doing dishes, working as
an adoption counselor, and doing maintenance/
gardening work on our shelter grounds.
5. I was reading about the Pet Therapy Program
on the MHS website. Tell me a little bit more.
In our Pet Therapy program, we bring some of
our shelter animals to different facilities (assisted
living facilities, cancer centers, nursing homes,
etc.) to give the residents a chance to love on our
furry friends. Many of those residents we visit
have owned beloved pets in the past, and they so
miss having sweet animals around. This program
is a great way for them to get their puppy fix!
While our Pet Therapy program isn’t quite what
it was pre-pandemic, we are certainly trying to
build it back up and are open to bringing animals
to any facility that is willing to have us.
6. Are there age limitations to volunteering at
the MHS?
To be a regular, unaccompanied volunteer at
the MHS, you have to be at least 16 years of age.
However, we have created our Junior Volunteer
Club with young folks ages 8-15 specifically in mind.
Through our Junior Volunteer Club, youth ages 8-15
are able to volunteer at the MHS as long as they are
accompanied by a parent/guardian, and volunteer
as a team with that parent/guardian. This program
helps youth develop respect and compassion for all
animals. For anyone interested in the JVC, please
contact our Education Coordinator, Mary Hughes,
at maryhughes@montgomeryhumane.com.
Thanks, Nenita, for answering these
questions for our PetPause readers! Nenita is
as kind as they come, and she’d be delighted
to field any additional questions/concerns
you have. Her e-mails are: volunteers@
montgomeryhumane.com or nenitajones@
montgomeryhumane.com and you can reach
her by phone at (334) 409-0622, ext. 202
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BEST FRIENDS ANIMAL SOCIETY AND THE MHS: AN INTERVIEW WITH DENTON
HAWK ON A PARTNERSHIP THAT PAYS HUGE DIVIDENDS FOR OUR ANIMALS
Animal welfare takes a lot of heart, hard
work, money, and vision. When the MHS has
the opportunity to partner alongside a hugely
respected, powerhouse animal rescue organization,
you better believe that we jump at the chance.
Over the past couple of years, the MHS has been
partnering with the famous, widely admired
Best Friends Animal Society, an organization
headquartered out in the scenic canyon country
of Utah that currently operates the largest no-kill
animal sanctuary in the nation. Denton Hawk, our
MHS Intervention Coordinator began working with
Best Friends Animal Society over two years ago,
and the life-saving changes this partnership has
brought to Montgomery’s animals, specifically
our feral/stray cat population, have been greatly
encouraging. I recently reached out to Denton to
get the details on the fine work being pioneered
through this partnership between the MHS and
Best Friends Animal Society. Read on to learn
about the strides the MHS has been making within
this partnership, and make sure to read Denton’s
letter, which immediately follows this interview.
1. For our readers who may not be familiar with
Best Friends Animal Society, this esteemed
organization founded and operates the largest nokill animal sanctuary in the United States, located in
Kanab, Utah. When and how did you and the MHS
begin working along Best Friends to implement
some important cat programs at our shelter?
In January, 2020, I began entering our shelter
data into the shelteranimalscount.org database.
This database was founded by several big-name
animal
rescues
back in
2011 (Best
Friends
Animal
Society
among
them). The
A snapshot of smiles from the Best Friends National Conference, from left to
right: Penny Brunies (Asst. Director of St. Tammany Parish Animal Services),
Best Friends Animal Society staff-member, Leah Long (National Shelter Embed
Program), and our own Denton Hawk (MHS Intervention Program Coordinator).
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goal was to develop a national data-collecting
platform for all shelters across the country to
increase shelter accountability, measure shelters’
progress, and motivate continuing advancement
in animal welfare. When I began entering our MHS
shelter data into the database I did so to increase
our transparency with the public and strengthen
the trust between us and the community.
Best Friends Animal Society actually reviewed
our data and then personally reached out to us with
some plans for how we could improve, particularly
with our cat euthanasia rates. By the end of 2020, we
had a Best Friends Cat Saving Embed Project ready
to go. Best Friends offered our shelter a substantial
monetary grant that covered spay/neuter surgeries,
kitten diversion kits, stray cat deterrents, and feral
cat handling equipment, plus extensive training on
how to implement cat programs at the MHS that
would save large numbers of stray/feral cats from
euthanasia. Best Friends’ National Embed Specialist,
Leah Long, traveled to Montgomery on several
occasions throughout 2021, working hand-in-hand
with our Intake and Intervention teams to effectively
implement these cat-saving initiatives. Our cat live
release rate increased from around 41% to over 75%
as a direct result of this partnership with Best Friends.
2. You were one of the featured speakers at the Best
Friends 2022 National Conference, held in Raleigh,
North Carolina in July. Walk us through how you
were invited to become a featured speaker.
Shelters across the nation are euthanizing cats at
a rate of 2-to-1 compared to dogs. So, the cat lifesaving work we have been doing here at the MHS
over the past two years is in high demand. That’s
why one of the break-out sessions at the Best
Friends National Conference was entitled “CCP 101:
Starting and Shaping Your Own Community Cat
Program.” Leah Long from Best Friends put this
45-minute presentation together, and she asked me
to help with the presentation. Pretty exciting! I’m
very grateful to Leah and Best Friends for allowing
me to participate and for helping with the costs of
my travel to and attendance at the conference.

Continued on page 15

BEST FRIENDS ANIMAL SOCIETY AND THE MHS Continued
3. Tell us about your particular panel and
presentation at the conference.
I covered several topics including: barriers to
implementing a Community Cat Program, how
to build a network of surgery partners, and our
own MHS policy on returning friendly stray cats to
their community. I also discussed how being more
transparent with our own shelter data at the MHS led
to the collaboration between MHS and Best Friends
that has saved so many stray cat lives, compared to
where we were just a couple of years ago.
4. What were some favorite moments/insights/
memories that you took home with you from the
national conference?
I got to try some interesting foods, and I learned
that fried sweet and sour tofu is actually quite
tasty! But in all seriousness, I was encouraged by
how far we have come as a nation in regard to
animal euthanasia. According to the Best Friends
Data Dashboard, in 2015, 1.5 million animals were
euthanized in our nation’s animal shelters. In 2021,
that number had fallen drastically. Each of the
3,500+ animal shelters in this country is unique
and requires a unique combination of policy
changes and programming to reduce euthanasia.
The MHS cannot do this alone. We are so grateful
for partnerships with organizations like Best
Friends and for our adopters, foster parents, MHS
volunteers and Board members, and our dedicated,
compassionate MHS employees who work every
day towards our mission of saving lives.
5. Are there any initiatives that our shelter is
currently implementing in partnership with Best

Friends? What have been some highlights for you
in working alongside Best Friends to bolster the
MHS’s Community Cat Program?
Yes. We currently have an active grant with Best
Friends Animal Society that is working towards
the goal of increasing the number of dogs we save
from euthanasia at our shelter. Initiatives include
conversation-based adoptions, Intake diversion, robust
foster programs, more behavioral and enrichment
programs for our shelter dogs, and the expansion of
our MHS medicine program. One way our readers can
help with this effort to save more of our shelter dogs
is by signing up to be a foster parent. Everyone on the
MHS staff who has been involved with the fostering
program has done an excellent job to date, but we
really hope to grow the program to save more lives.
6. And finally, have you ever had a chance to
venture out west to Utah’s canyon country and
visit the Best Friends Animal Sanctuary in Kanab?
This is at the top of my bucket list! I hear that this
is a most worthwhile journey. And I’m sure what I
will find out there is the same level of organizational
excellence and attention to detail that I have
found by
working
alongside
Best
Friends
over
the past
couple of
years.

FROM THE INTERVENTION PROGRAM COORDINATOR, DENTON HAWK
Staying up to date on the latest life-saving
trends in animal sheltering and implementing the
best of those practices at the local level translates
into more animal lives saved at the Montgomery
Humane Society and at other local shelters
across the nation. An organization that is doing
an outstanding job with this is the renowned
Best Friends Animal Society of Kanab, Utah. I
attended Best Friend’s National Conference in
July, a five-day conference that brought together

over 1,500 shelter workers from across the nation
and enabled us all to share state-of-the-art, lifesaving ideas and resources with each other. The
format included three days of 45-minute breakout sessions, with topics ranging from the latest
shelter data trends, to developing leadership
in your organization, to starting your own
community cat program.
To see how a collaborative approach to animal
Continued on page 16
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FROM THE INTERVENTION PROGRAM COORDINATOR, DENTON HAWK Continued
sheltering works, look no further than our own
Montgomery Humane Society. Last year, the MHS
actually got to work hand-in-hand with Best
Friends Animal Society to implement some livesaving stray/feral cat programs that have already
proven beneficial in saving feline lives. One of
the main programs Best Friends assisted us with
at our shelter is the “Return-to-Field” program,
sometimes also referred to as a “Shelter-NeuterReturn” program. Previously, when stray cats were
brought to us, many (if not most) of these strays
were not socialized or adoptable. Some were feral
and those that weren’t outright feral were certainly
used to living on their own. If these cats proved to
be unsuitable for adoption, our remaining option
was to euthanize them. But the implementation
of our “Return-to-Field” program means that we
no longer have to kill these cats simply for being
strays. The way the “Return-to-Field” program
works is when stray/feral cats are dropped off
at our shelter, we vaccinate the cats to halt the
spread of disease within stray cat colonies. And
we also spay/neuter the cats to prevent further
overpopulation. Finally we ear-tip them for future
identification purposes, and then release them
within 300 feet or so of the general address where
they were found.
As a direct result of this program and our
partnership with Best Friends Animal Society, the
MHS’s cat live release rate increased by nearly 35
basis points! A great thing about our partnership
with Best Friends Animal Society is that we are
not the only shelter getting to partner with this
fine organization. Best Friends Animal Society is
partnering with many other shelters across this
nation in an attempt to reduce animal euthanasia.
So where do we stand as a nation, a state, and a
community in regard to our effectiveness at saving
animal lives, and what states and communities
are in need of continued work? Once again, Best
Friends Animal Society is leading the way for
animal advocates to keep atop of these important
statistics through a tool called the Pet Lifesaving
Dashboard. This tool allows you to analyze shelter
data across the country through a virtual, online
map. When it comes to saving animal lives, you
can quickly see how any state in the USA is doing
compared to other states. And if you click on
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individual states, you can break the data down even
more specifically by county. Shelters across the
nation submit their data monthly in s standardized
format, thus allowing folks to compare apples to
apples. I urge you to visit this tool that is on the
Best Friends Animal Society’s official website at:
https://bestfriends.org/no-kill-2025/animal-shelterstatistics. If you look up Alabama, you’ll see that our
state still has a long way to go, but I want everyone
to know that the MHS is engaging in the fight to
save animal lives on every front we can. I encourage
each of you reading this issue of PetPause to
partner with us to help save our community’s
animals. Here are three main ways you can assist
the MHS and our Intervention Program:
1. Spread the Word about the MHS to Others:
You can help our shelter by spending a little time
on our MHS website www.montgomeryhumane.
com and perusing the information we have there.
The more you know about what our shelter is
doing, the more convincing you will be when you
spread the word to friends and neighbors.
2. Foster a MHS Shelter Animal and/or a Stray:
Did you know that last year, the MHS took in over
4,300 stray dogs and cats, and yet adoptions were
only around 2,100. If you or someone you know
has found a stray animal, become a foster parent
for him for the first 48 hours and put a “Found
Dog/Cat” sign in your yard. This will help stem the
tide of the overwhelming number of animals the
MHS takes in each year. And speaking of foster
opportunities, I want to encourage everyone to
sign up for our wonderful MHS foster program. We
currently have 80 dedicated, hard-working foster
parents fostering 276 un-weaned and weaned
puppies and kittens, adult cats, and small and largebreed adult dogs, and we are so grateful to these
foster folks for saving these animals. But we need
even more foster parents to participate, so that
we can save the ever-increasing influx of animals
coming through our doors. For more information,
e-mail our new Foster Coordinator Ashlie Smith at
ashliesmith@montgomery.com and you can also
visit the following MHS website link: https://www.
montgomeryhumane.com/foster-application/.
3. Trap and Transport Stray Cats to the MHS to be
Fixed and Vaccinated: If you notice some stray cats

Continued on page 17

FROM THE INTERVENTION PROGRAM COORDINATOR, DENTON HAWK Continued
in your neighborhood, you can trap and transport
those cats to the MHS to be fixed and returned.
We’ll be happy to give you all the information
and support you need to do so! And assisting our
shelter in this way is a central way you can keep
the stray/feral cat population from getting out of
control. Feel free to e-mail me at dentonhawk@
montgomeryhumane.com or intervention@

montgomeryhumane.com to find out more about
how you can safely trap and transport stray cats to
the MHS for us to vaccinate and spay/neuter.
There are numerous ways you can work together
with the MHS to assist us in our animal welfare
work. We are on a mission to save as many animal
lives and complete as many families as we can.
And together, with your support, we can go far.

MHS INTERVENTION PROGRAM AWARDED $55,000 GRANT FROM PETCO
To round out our newsletter’s trio of features
highlighting the MHS’s Intervention Program,
we are happy to bring you some great news
about a recent grant that Denton Hawk and our
Intervention Program received. In June, Petco
Love awarded the MHS Intervention program
with a $55,000 grant. Petco Love is a nonprofit
organization founded in 1999 that invests
in shelters and rescues across the nation to
better animal welfare. Denton spends a great
deal of time at the beginning of each new year
researching potential grants that might be an
ideal fit for the MHS Intervention Program.
Applications for grants take time and are often
multi-tiered processes, but when it all comes
together in a $55,000 gift to the MHS, the
detail-oriented work is well worth it.
The MHS Intervention Program wants to

thank Petco Love for this outstanding grant—
the second time in three years that Petco
Love has awarded our Intervention Program
with a generous grant. The grant monies will
be funding pet supplies such as: crates, dog
houses, food and water bowls, pet food, as
well as medical treatments including: vaccines,
heartworm
and parasite
treatments,
and
prescriptions
for chronic pet
illnesses.
Denton Hawk (left)
receives the $55,000
grant check from
Petco Love.

24TH ANNUAL PET PHOTO CONTEST PRODUCES COIN AND CALENDARS FOR THE MHS
By the time you get this newsletter, our colorful
batch of MHS “Friends for Life” calendars, fresh
off the printing press, should be just about ready
for purchase. We’re aiming for calendars to be in
stock by the end of September. These calendars are
the grand finale end-product of this summer’s Pet
Photo Contest, the MHS’s annual summer fundraiser.
From June 1-July 29, the MHS invited folks to
submit online photos of their pets ($10 donation per
photo), and submissions were opened up to online
voting. The pet photos that adorn our calendar
pages are the ones that earned the most online
votes, with each vote registering a $1 donation to
the MHS. Participants could vote as many times
as they like for the animal(s) of their choice, and
entering a pet photo into the contest wasn’t

required to place a vote. We had 121 photo entries
come in over the span of our summer contest, and
all those $10 and $1 donations from our participants
brought in $33,616. What a great gift for the many
animals dependent upon us for care!
Our 24th annual Pet Photo Contest Cover Pet
winner is Bertie, who belongs to Mac and Brenda
Gipson. And the Best of Show winner is a pet duo:
Waylon (the cat) and Klementine (the dog), who
both belong to Joy Price. In addition to the cover
pet and best of show winners, each month of the
calendar features additional photos of beloved
pets. To everyone who participated in our summer
Pet Photo Contest, we thank you heartily. If all goes
according to schedule, calendars will be available
Continued on page 18
17

24TH ANNUAL PET PHOTO CONTEST Continued
for purchase at the end of September for $10 at
the Candle Cabin (8135 Vaughan Rd) and at the
MHS (1150 John Overton Dr.). As always, you can
also order a calendar online from the MHS website
for $13 ($3 extra covers shipping).
In this age where so much is digital,
there’s something quite satisfying
about a good, old-fashioned
calendar with physical pages on
which you can note dates and events
with a pen. Our calendars make
lovely birthday gifts, teacher gifts,

Christmas gifts, and New
Year’s gifts, and what’s
more, they show off your
compassion for animals!

Calendar cover pet winner of our
Pet Photo Contest, Bertie, who
belongs to Mac and Brenda Gipson
Best in show winners Waylon (cat)
and Klementine (dog), who belong
to Joy Price

FROM THE HUMANE EDUCATION COORDINATOR, MARY HUGHES
Montgomery Humane Society’s 2022 “Be Kind To
Animals Week” Poster Contest
The American Humane Association created
“Be Kind to Animals Week” in 1915 to encourage
compassion toward animals. Every year, animal
shelters throughout the country hold special
events during this time-honored week to raise
awareness about animals in our homes and
communities and to celebrate the unique bond
between humans and animals.
“Be Kind To Animals Week” this year was
May 2nd–May 6th. The MHS celebrated by hosting
a poster contest for students in grades 1st-6th.
We had a lot of entries, but we are pleased to
announce that our grand prize winner was Miriam
Wooten! Miriam is now a rising fifth grader at the
Montgomery Academy. Congratulations Miriam!

And speaking of hosting MHS events for
area schools, it was very difficult for me as the
Humane Education Coordinator to connect with
the students during the prolonged coronavirus
shutdowns. I sure am glad that school has
returned to in-person
classes, and I look
forward to many more
opportunities to share
a love for animals with
Montgomery area
students.
Miriam Wooten stands in front of
her grand-prize winning artwork.
Congratulations on your creative
talents, Miriam!
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HUMAN MEMORIALS
Emily Brogden
Ashley Bowles
Larry Browder
Katherine Pool
Kenneth “Chubbs” Burch
Paul Kan
Tracy Blackwell
Thornton Clark
Cohens’ Family
Mildred Combs
Ronald and Katharine Montgomery
Claude Parker Cook, Jr.
Chuck and Becky Lail
Mary Carol Crippen
Isobel B. Riggs
Steve Dailey
Carol Sposato
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Greg Clark
Lauren Benson
Central Alabama Regional Planning
and Development Commission
William Daugherty
Carolyn Daugherty
Thomas J Gentile
Tracy Blackwell
Mr. and Mrs. Roland Wilbanks
Dan Deloney
Charles and Sonja Langham
Jimmy Dozier
Brad Norris
Janet Driscoll
Ellen L. Mertins
Pat Dennis
Lawrence and Olivia Rowell
Stephen Brickley
Megan Kirkpatrick

Mac and Douglass Porter
Joyce Duncan
Pedonti and Wade Families
Jean Sides
Debbie Rushing
Dan and Olivia Adkison, Jr.
Jim and Gail Hampton
Jim and Janine Howard
Joyce Duncan
Elizabeth Rippy
Marilyn Flotte
James Cowart
Frances Edwards
Martha Gates
Dwight Gardner
Carolyn P. Roper
Wayne Gregory, II
Renee Flowers

Martha Hall
Cohens’ Family
Evelyn Hansard
Steve and Mary Hughes
Elfriede Ingrid Hatch
ASE Credit Union
Lily Huddleston
Maggie Shashy
Jerry Huey
Herb and Carol Wilbanks
AU Early Learning Center
Donald Hughey
Bob Sorrells
Jennifer Johnson
Katina Reilly
Rilla Keith
George and Patricia Blanchard
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Betty Ann Key
Beverly Bushman
Kathy King
Leigh Miller and Janet Bender
Glenda Easterling
Betsy Kinney
Billie J. Baker
Sharon Leverette
Dan and Olivia Adkison, Jr.
Pete Mahan
Paul and Denise McTear
Elaine Haggard
Louis Pruitt
Elaine Boese
Sandy Marks
Glenda Easterling
Lea Turbert
Beverly McGovern
Dr. and Mrs. Tim Morrow
Glenda Easterling
Danny and Cindy
Neil and Joanne Rice
Jackie Miller
Debby Turner
Polly Mosley
Nancy Snider
James Naive
Cohens’ Family
Eloise Nichols
Katherine Pool
Joe and Kathy Weatherford
Karl and Maxine Benkwith
Foxwood Homeowners Association
Mr. and Mrs. Nolly Oglesby
Alice Norman
Glenda Easterling
Leigh Miller and Janet Bender
Robert Horn Owen
Benton and Kate Evans
Rick Stallings
Harry and Karole Ohme
Burr Davis
Ronald and Katharine Montgomery
Dave and Susan Miller
Robert and Katie Poundstone
Jeff and Genia Stallings
Patrick and Dorothy Ryan
Jerome Moore
Cory Edwards
Julia Wallace
Katherine Pool
Cristy Herndon
Kimberly A. Lumpkin
Laura Walker
Ronald and Mary Lou Brown
Gail Cotney
Kim and Brenda Lewis
Philip And Virginia Butler
Jane and Jack Shalhoop
Emmie King-Stroh
Richard H. Bickerstaff, Jr.
Jeff and Robin Blitz
Ben Walker
Keith Parrish
Carl and Bill Barranco and Paul Fields
Joyce Patten
Goodwyn Mills and Cawood
Charitable Foundation
Harry Penn
Evans King

Amanda Buttenshaw
Charla Evans
Todd and Lyn Vickers
Priscilla Pollot
Melanie G. Hugghins
Patricia McKenzie
Hannah Ridling
Jimmy Gunn
Reyn Norman
Mark Fowler
Hannah Ridling
Sheila Travis
Scott Pilgreen
Palomar Insurance
Murey Rogers
Carolyn Irwin
Cathi Russell
Ellen Hatfield
Scott Samuels
Cohens’ Family
William T. Sleeman
Leigh Miller and Janet Bender
Maxine Smith
Helen Mock
Sarah Smith
Thomas H. Claunch
Barbara Jean Smith
Mrs. Laura Spivey
Chuck Snider
Nancy Snider
Chace Swatek
Gayle Cowan
George and Anne Thompson
Mary Stanford
Patricia Ann Thorne
Dale and Carole Arbush
Amy Thornton
Die Co., Inc
Ed Jungwirth
Leigh Miller and Janet Bender
Bart Tomlinson
Lori Bush
Matthew Tribby, Jr.
Jeff and Alva Barksdale
Paul and Evelyn Tribble
Florence Tucker
Tom and Kitty Coleman
Jeremy Turner
Steve and Mary Hughes
Fred Tyson
Ann Lewis
Bill and Carol Jones
Seaborn and Frances Kennamer
Steve and Mary Hughes
Jean K. Weil
Andy and Lisa Weil
Dr. Laurie Jean Weil
Dorothy White
Randy and Susan Thorn
Cohens’ Family
John Williams
Robert and Laurie Gould
Sam Wingard, Jr
Bettye Jacobs
Bill Zieber
Walls and Wauthena Meigs

Eastbrook Tire and Auto Center Inc.
Edna Zieber
Eastbrook LLC
Glen King
Gina Newsome
Francis Ward
Jim Ziglar
Shawn and Rebecca Siers
Jerry and Nancy Milner
PET MEMORIALS
Blackie
Ann Purman
Anna
Bart and Melissa Bush
Audrey Hepburn
Katherine Harris
Bailey Boy
Jesse Barron
Barney
Ann Purman
Neil and Joanne Rice
Paul and Nancy Langley
Carol Thomas
Lea Turbert
Glenda Easterling
Bill and Lyl Parker
Beaux
Todd Hawkes
Bella
Robert and Marilee Mallory
Bella, Colonel, Yeager and Angel
Christa Sanders
Betty
Glenda Easterling
Ann Purman
Lea Turbert
Bitsy
Robert and Karen Northcutt
Joanne Mitchell
Boots
Michelle Shaw
Boy
Donna and Bill McCarty
Callie
Melissa McCain
Calvin and Miss Kitty
William and Lyda Crowe
Chelsea
Sonia Pratt
Demi
Amanda Buttenshaw
Domino and Phoebe
Aubrey Mills
Earl
Kathryn A. Hunt
Dr. and Mrs. Winston Ashurst
Amanda Norman
Charles and Melody Armstrong
Eleanor Rigby
Ian and Candace Maloy
Emma
Ursula Kling
Emmitt
Lisa Cason

Fisher
Grace White
Gracie
Anne Ellington
Griffin
Scarlett Hester
Gus
Howard and Shannon Capps
Honey
Ms. Tricia Wool and Ed Munson
Hope
Kay Tanner
Jake
Kimberley Raue
Jodi
Ian and Candace Maloy
Katie Lynn
Gail Blalock
Kender, Loki and Barley
Iris Sanabria
Lady Godiva
Kay Tanner
Lucky
Tracy Blackwell
Lulu
Bebe Campbell
Maddie
Emmie King-Stroh
Maggie Mae
Vivian Mason
Maggie and Emmye
Jayne Meyer
Maggie
Arthur and Bea McKnatt
Mattie
Robert and Katie Poundstone
Max
Dorothy DiOrio
Mike
Patrick and Joanne Richards
Miko and Keiko
Mr. and Mrs. Petyon S. Mathis, III
Milo
Cameron Espy
Anna McKee
Missy
Mary Stanford
Molly
Neil and Joanne Rice
Lea Turbert
Anne Ellington
Glenda Easterling
Joy Skelton
Ollie
Kathy Beck
Peg, Leo and Hannah
Gary and Annamarie Jones
Penny Lane
Leigh Miller and Janet Bender
Penny
Leigh Miller and Janet Bender
Pepper
The Groce and Oakley Wealth
Management Group
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Phoebe
Linda Peevey
Rebel
Donald & Charlotte Hall
Repo
Joy Skelton
Romey
Bernard and Kathleen Arant
Rudy
Reggie and Anne Hamner
Sadie
Richard and Jane Bowman
Doug and Cindy Young
Sam the Man
Nancy Snider
Scout
Joyce Miller
Scruffy
Carolyn Irwin
Shannon
Willemijn Keizer
Sookie
Whitney and Eric Hill
Penelope Teel
Todd Hawkes
Sophia
Ms. Tricia Wool and Ed Munson
Sunny
Jan Pope
Teddy
Alice Ann Byrne
Tiger
Jan Pope
Tucker
Clare Simon
Anna McKee
Tullulah Bell
Ms. Tricia Wool and Ed Munson

Viktor
Tracy Blackwell
Amanda Buttenshaw
Todd and Lyn Vickers
Woody
Will and Ruth Liddell
Zeke
Charles Nelson
HUMAN HONORARIUM
Betty Armistead
Ramer Methodist Church
Wynlakes Ladies’ Golf Association
Elaine Boese
Jan and Lyndsay Beddingfield
Bob and Barbara Duke
Dr. Lewis Benefield and amazing Staff
Glenda Easterling
Dr. Jim Benefield and amazing Staff
Glenda Easterling
Jon and Beth
Bob and Barbara Duke
Tony Cofer
Joe Cottle
Dr. Mickey Golden
Bernard and Kathleen Arant
Seabie Kennamer
Ms. Tricia Wool and Ed Munson
Ivy Kocher
Jill Johnson
Gabriel Lopez Low
Jennifer Fowler
Ranae Manley
Tommy Manley
Jimmy Massey
Jimmy Massey

Leigh Miller
Linda Hester
Jan Pope
Bob and Nancy Martin
Cathy Ridling
Jean Turner
Winston and Kitty Sheehan
Frank and Jean Evans
Charlene and Debbie Smith
Lynn Hill
PET HONORARIUM
Buck
Ms. Tricia Wool and Ed Munson
Hef
Tonya Robison
Roo and Sadie
Daniel & Knoxye Williams
Harley
Ruby Goodman
Gracie
Christopher Plummer
Abby
Reggie and Anne Hamner
Tucker and Bennie
Nora Renz
Gus, Woodrow, Angelina and Bella
Lynn Hill
FINANCIAL DONORS
Joseph and Tammy Bailey
Jerry & Cindy Belcher
Cole Borland
Bart and Melissa Bush
Jillian Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Castor
Jimmy Daniel
Jennifer Devlin
Betty Jean Ducady

Chris Ellison
Joanie Fink
Thomas and Doris Ford
Henry Fowler
Katherine Fraley
Richard and Minnie Lee Gill
Karin Gregor
Delores Hall
Sharon Harper
Jonathan Hester
Brianna Holmes
Patrice Howard
Jeffery James
Beth Johnson
Mary-Jane Kirk
Julie Livingston
Leighanne Luna
Tim and Michelle McCord
Wayne McVey
Susan Michener
Christopher Plummer
Jayla Preister
Alyxandra Price
Rhoshini Rajasekaran
Carole Ransom
Wesley Romine
Pam Senft
James Smith
Lynn Stallings
Karen V. Sullivan
Richard Takacs
Thu Ngan Tran
Carl Williams
Jessica Williams
Vanessa Wilnerd
IN KIND DONORS
Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences
Cynthia Arndt
Meri Todd Fleming
Mac and Brenda Gipson
Leshana Johnson
David Kennedy
Dae Miller and Gary Guerry
Leanna Porath and Jennie Jackson

